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Introduction 

Understanding the Don Smith Capacitor Energy Method: Unlocking Hidden Energy 
Potential 

Energy is everywhere. It surrounds us in forms both seen and unseen, waiting to be 
harnessed. From the vast electromagnetic fields of the Earth to the latent potential 

within everyday components, the universe brims with untapped energy that remains 
largely overlooked by conventional systems. If we can learn to use energy more 
efficiently, with a focus on unconventional methods, we might unlock pathways to 

extraordinary advancements in power generation and utilization. This publication aims 
to explore one such approach: the Don Smith Capacitor Energy Method, an intriguing 

yet enigmatic system that hints at how energy can be manipulated in ways beyond 
traditional expectations. 

Throughout history, pioneers in alternative energy have challenged the boundaries of 
standard science by rethinking how components behave in unconventional 

configurations. Figures like John Bedini demonstrated how inductors, capacitors, and 
other circuit elements could be used in "non-standard" ways to produce novel results, 

often aligning with what mainstream science dismisses as impossible. These inventors 
dared to experiment with what was considered "fringe," offering glimpses into energy 



systems that defy the inefficiencies of modern power grids. Don Smith, like Bedini, left 
us with fragments of a larger puzzle—provocative demonstrations and tantalizing hints 
that challenge conventional interpretations of energy transfer, high-frequency behavior, 

and resonance. 

One of Don Smith's most fascinating contributions to the field of alternative energy 
systems lies in his public demonstrations of what can best be described as a "one-wire 

energy transfer" system. Using a high-voltage, high-frequency setup, Smith 
demonstrated how a capacitor plate could charge another plate at a distance, seemingly 

without any direct electrical connection between them. He referred to this as a "mirror 
effect," (Figure A) wherein energy appeared to transfer or reflect itself across space. 
Most intriguingly, he claimed that if you wanted to extract current, you could simply 

ground the second (or "mirror") plate, completing the circuit in an unconventional way. 
Yet Smith never fully explained this process, leaving much of the inner workings 
shrouded in mystery. Instead, he often showcased slides of various high-voltage 

generators, Tesla coils, capacitors, and transformers, hinting at the tools necessary to 
achieve these effects but without detailing how they all fit together. He even claimed that 

a single 1F capacitor could produce 1kW of power—a bold statement that invites 
deeper scrutiny but lacks sufficient explanation.  

 

 

Figure A - Don Smith Capacitor Demonstration 

 



 

The goal of this publication is to go beyond Don Smith's surface-level hints and delve 
deeply into the technical principles underpinning the energy phenomena he 

demonstrated. We aim to explain how these energy gains might occur from a 
well-grounded perspective, leveraging both traditional laws of physics and theoretical 

insights that extend those laws. By exploring high-frequency, high-voltage interactions, 
resonance effects, electrostatic coupling, and unconventional electromagnetic field 
behavior, we will piece together a clearer understanding of how systems like Don 

Smith's could work. Along the way, we will explore the possibilities of tapping into the 
vast, unseen reservoir of energy all around us, unlocking potential applications that 

could reshape how we think about power generation and consumption. 

Let us begin this journey into the heart of the Don Smith Capacitor Energy Method—a 
journey into a world where energy reveals itself in ways we are only beginning to 
comprehend. We will follow the clues left by Don Smith and build upon them with 

rigorous exploration and technical insights. Could his methods hold the key to unlocking 
untold energy efficiencies? Let us find out together. 

 

 

Chapter One: The Driving Circuit – Charging the Capacitor 

At the heart of Don Smith's public demonstrations lies a critical yet often misunderstood 
element: the driving circuit—the device that quickly and efficiently charges the capacitor, 
setting the foundation for the rest of the energy system. Whether it was during a lecture 
or a live demonstration, Don Smith would often dazzle audiences with high-frequency, 

high-voltage devices, showing various resonant systems that appeared to combine 
Tesla-like principles of energy transfer with capacitive charge-discharge mechanisms. 

Observers would eagerly focus on the interplay between "Coil A" and "Coil B," scribbling 
notes about their construction, connections, and placement, hoping to replicate what 

they believed was the magic of his system. But here’s the catch: the capacitor doesn't 
care how you charge it, as long as the driver stage is suitable. This misunderstanding 
has led many down the wrong path, chasing illusions of "magic transformers" instead of 

grasping the foundational principles of the driving circuit itself. 

Don Smith’s demonstrations frequently highlighted a variety of methods to charge 
capacitors—ranging from simple, straightforward designs to more elaborate and 

efficient setups. In some cases, he would use traditional neon sign transformers (NSTs), 
stepping up the voltage and then driving a high-frequency oscillation. In others, he 



would demonstrate Tesla coil-like systems with high-Q (high-quality factor) resonance, 
emphasizing energy transfer through tuned circuits. At times, he would showcase 

high-voltage capacitive plates being charged through what appeared to be electrostatic 
coupling. The sheer variety of charging methods gave the impression of complexity, and 
many assumed that every coil, transformer, or circuit configuration he displayed was a 

critical, irreplaceable piece of the puzzle. 

Figure B - Simplified Don Smith Driver Stage 

 

 

However, the truth is more straightforward: Don Smith seems to have been 
demonstrating different ways he had discovered to efficiently charge large capacitors, 

each method suited to a specific purpose or efficiency goal. From simple power supplies 
to intricate high-voltage systems, the underlying principle was the same—find a way to 

inject energy into the capacitor with as little loss as possible. The focus on his 
demonstrations often overshadowed the fact that the charging method itself, while 

important for efficiency, is not necessarily the key to the energy gains he implied his 
system could produce. 

A closer look reveals that the real "magic" does not lie in the driving circuit or the 
capacitor's charging process, but in what happens after the capacitor is charged. Don 
Smith often left this part conspicuously absent in his explanations, instead directing 

attention to his custom transformers and coil configurations. This omission has led to a 
common misconception among experimenters: that the extraordinary energy output he 

claimed must somehow come from the transformer configuration alone. Many who 
attempted to replicate his systems, running loads directly off their high-capacitance, 

high-voltage setups, found themselves disappointed, often concluding that Don Smith's 
claims were exaggerated or outright false. 

This frustration stems from a misunderstanding of what the driving circuit is meant to 
achieve. The capacitor is not a power source; it is an energy storage and transfer 

medium. The driving circuit’s purpose is simply to charge the capacitor efficiently, 
regardless of whether that’s done with a simple DC power supply, a Tesla-like resonant 
coil system, or a modern high-frequency, high-voltage driver using advanced solid-state 

components. The focus on exotic charging methods has obscured the real question: 



how does Don Smith's system transduce additional energy into the system after the 
capacitor is charged, allowing it to deliver the claimed power gains? 

In this report, we aim to clear up these misconceptions by shifting the focus to the parts 
of Don Smith’s system he left unexplained. While his driving circuits and charging 
methods are interesting and important for efficiency, they are not the source of the 

extraordinary energy gains. The real question lies in what happens after the capacitor is 
charged, specifically in the coupling mechanisms and transduction processes that may 

allow additional energy to enter the system from the environment. This is where we 
must direct our attention to uncover the missing piece of the puzzle. 

In the next chapter, we go back to basics. We will dive deeper into these coupling 
mechanisms, exploring how capacitors, coils, and high-frequency resonant circuits 

might interact to produce unexpected results. By peeling back the layers of Don Smith's 
demonstrations and examining the system from a grounded yet open-minded 

perspective, we hope to reveal the technical principles behind what he only hinted at. 
The key to unlocking the potential of his methods lies not in the driving circuit, but in 

understanding how energy flows and amplifies within the broader system. Let us begin 
to unravel this mystery together. 

 

Chapter 3: Back to the Basics – The Physics of Energy Redistribution 
Between Capacitors 

Let’s explore what happens when you take a charged capacitor and connect it directly 
to an uncharged capacitor. This is a critical exercise to understand how energy behaves 

in traditional systems, laying the foundation for exploring more advanced energy 
configurations like those demonstrated by Don Smith. 

 

Scenario Setup: Precharging Capacitor A 

Imagine we have Capacitor A, which is charged to 10 volts. Let’s assume the 
capacitor has a capacitance of 10 microfarads The energy stored in any capacitor is 

calculated using the formula: 

●​ Energy equals one-half times the capacitance times the voltage squared. 

 



For Capacitor A, the capacitance is 10 microfarads and the voltage is 10 volts. Let’s 
calculate the stored energy: 

●​ First, square the voltage: 10 volts squared is 100 
●​ Then, multiply the capacitance by 100: 10 microfarads times 100 is 10000 

microjoules (or 0.001 joules). 
●​ Finally, divide by 2: 0.001 joules divided by 2 equals 0.005 joules (or 5 

millijoules). 

So, Capacitor A starts with 5 millijoules of energy. 

 

Connecting Capacitor A to Capacitor B 

Now, we take Capacitor A (charged to 10 volts) and connect it to a second, identical 
capacitor, Capacitor B, which starts uncharged. Capacitor B also has a capacitance of 
10 microfarads. Once connected, charge redistributes between the two capacitors until 

they reach the same voltage. See figure C. 

 

Figure C - Capacitor Dynamics 

 

Why Does the Voltage Equalize? 

This happens because of charge conservation. Charge moves between the capacitors 
to equalize the voltage across them. Since both capacitors are identical, the charge 

splits evenly, and the final voltage will be the average of the two initial voltages. 

●​ Capacitor A starts at 10 volts, and Capacitor B starts at 0 volts. 
●​ The average of 10 and 0 is 5. 

So, after the connection, both capacitors will end up at 5 volts. 



 

Energy After Redistribution 

Now let’s calculate the energy stored in each capacitor after the voltage has equalized 
at 5 volts. The formula for energy is the same: 

●​ Energy equals one-half times the capacitance times the voltage squared. 

For each capacitor: 

●​ First, square the voltage: 5 volts squared is 25. 
●​ Then, multiply the capacitance by 25: 10 microfarads times 25 is 250 microjoules 

(or 0.00025 joules). 
●​ Finally, divide by 2: 0.00025 joules divided by 2 equals 0.00125 joules (or 1.25 

millijoules). 

Each capacitor ends up storing 1.25 millijoules of energy. 

Since there are two capacitors, the total energy in the system after redistribution is: 

●​ 1.25 millijoules times 2 capacitors equals 2.5 millijoules. 

 

Where Did the Energy Go? 

Initially, the system had 5 millijoules of energy stored in Capacitor A. After 
redistribution, the system only has 2.5 millijoules. Half of the energy is gone. 

Why Does This Happen? 

The "missing" energy is not destroyed; it is dissipated as heat during the redistribution 
process. Here’s why: 

1.​ Resistive Losses: In a real circuit, the wires and internal parts of the capacitors 
have some resistance. As charge moves between the two capacitors, the flow of 
current through this resistance generates heat, which dissipates energy. 

2.​ Electromagnetic Radiation: Even if there’s no significant resistance, the 
movement of charge can cause the system to oscillate (similar to how a spring 
bounces back and forth). These oscillations can produce electromagnetic waves, 
which radiate energy away from the system. 



3.​ Internal Losses in Capacitors: Real capacitors are not perfect. They have 
internal resistance and dielectric losses (energy dissipated within the material of 
the capacitor), which also contribute to energy loss. 

. 

 

Why This Matters in Advanced Systems 

When we think about Don Smith’s devices, this example highlights why focusing solely 
on the capacitor’s charging process is not enough. Simply charging and discharging 
capacitors in a traditional way results in significant energy losses. The energy gains 

Smith implied in his systems must come from additional energy sources or coupling 
mechanisms that offset these inherent losses. 

 

Chapter 3 Continued: The Dynamics of Energy Redistribution and 
Reclaiming the “Lost” Energy 

In the last section, we saw how half the energy is lost when a charged capacitor 
(Capacitor A) is connected directly to an identical uncharged capacitor (Capacitor B). 
After the connection, the charge redistributes, and both capacitors equalize at half the 
original voltage, leaving only half of the initial energy in the system. This "loss" of 

energy is primarily due to dissipation during the redistribution process, and in a normal 
circuit, it seems irreversible. 

However, there’s an intriguing possibility if we start to think outside of traditional 
circuit behavior: What if we introduce a control process, such as flipping the polarity of 
one capacitor? This opens up a fascinating way to reclaim the energy that is otherwise 
wasted, and it challenges the limits of what we normally think capacitors are capable of. 

Let’s break it down step by step. 

 

Why Can’t We Simply Send the Energy Back? 

In the standard setup—where we connect Capacitor A (charged to 10 volts) to 
Capacitor B (uncharged)—charge redistributes until both capacitors settle at 5 volts. At 

this point: 

1.​ Capacitor A has half of its original charge and is now at 5 volts. 



2.​ Capacitor B has gained charge and is also at 5 volts. 

The total energy remaining in the system is half of what we started with. But why 
can’t we send the remaining energy in Capacitor B back to Capacitor A to "restore" it? 

The reason lies in charge redistribution dynamics. If you connect Capacitor B (at 5 
volts) back to Capacitor A (also at 5 volts), there is no voltage difference between the 
two capacitors. Without a voltage difference, there’s no driving force to move charge 

between them. The system is in equilibrium, and no further energy transfer can occur. 
This is why, in a traditional circuit, we can’t "recycle" the lost energy—it’s already 

dissipated during the initial charge redistribution. 

 

The Game-Changer: Flipping the Polarity of Capacitor A 

Now let’s introduce a twist: what if we use a controller process (e.g., a solid-state 
switch, H-bridge, or similar mechanism) to flip the polarity of Capacitor A? This 

means we reverse the orientation of its voltage, making its positive terminal negative 
and its negative terminal positive. By doing this, something fascinating happens. 

Step-by-Step Dynamics 

1.​ Initial State (Cap A at -5V, Cap B at +5V):​
After flipping the polarity of Capacitor A, it is now at -5 volts, while Capacitor B 
remains at +5 volts. 

○​ This creates a voltage difference of 10 volts between the two capacitors, 
since -5 volts on Cap A and +5 volts on Cap B result in a potential 
difference of 10 volts. 

2.​ Discharging Cap B Back Into Cap A:​
When we reconnect the two capacitors (with Cap A flipped), charge flows from 
Capacitor B back into Capacitor A. This is because Capacitor B now has a higher 
potential (+5 volts) compared to Capacitor A (-5 volts). 

○​ The flow of charge causes Capacitor B to discharge completely to 0 
volts, transferring all of its stored energy back into Capacitor A. 

3.​ Final State (Cap A at 0V, Cap B at 0V):​
After the transfer, both capacitors are at 0 volts. The key insight here is that 
Capacitor A now holds all the energy that was previously in Capacitor B, 
even though Capacitor A ends up at 0 volts. How does this work? 

 



Where Does the Energy Go? 

Let’s look at the internal dynamics of this process: 

1.​ Energy in Capacitor B:​
Capacitor B starts with 1.25 millijoules of energy (from the previous redistribution 
step). As it discharges into Capacitor A, this energy is fully transferred into the 
circuit. 

2.​ Capacitor A’s Role:​
When we flip the polarity of Capacitor A, we effectively give it the ability to 
"absorb" energy from Capacitor B by creating the necessary voltage difference 
(10 volts). This allows all of Capacitor B’s energy to flow back into the system, 
but with a twist: the energy is redistributed in such a way that Capacitor A ends 
up with zero net charge after the transfer. 

3.​ Final Energy Transfer:​
The energy from Capacitor B is now effectively stored in Capacitor A’s electric 
field and circuit interactions. Capacitor A is left at 0 volts, but it has effectively 
"absorbed" the full energy of Capacitor B’s discharge. 

 

Why Is This Process So Interesting? 

This process is extraordinary because it shows how clever manipulation of charge 
and polarity can allow you to reclaim energy that is otherwise wasted in normal circuits. 

By flipping the polarity of one capacitor, we: 

1.​ Break the Equilibrium:​
Flipping the polarity creates a new voltage difference, allowing energy to flow 
again between the capacitors. 

2.​ Reclaim "Lost" Energy:​
The full energy in Capacitor B (which represents half of the system’s original 
energy) is transferred back into the system, effectively recovering energy that is 
typically lost as heat or dissipation. 

3.​ Enable Full Discharge:​
Capacitor B is discharged completely to 0 volts, which wouldn’t normally happen 
in a traditional setup. This enables its full energy to be used. 

 

Implications for Advanced Energy Systems 



This process hints at how non-standard energy pathways can be exploited to recover 
or enhance energy transfer in electrical systems. In normal circuits, the focus is on 
stability and efficiency, but processes like flipping polarity challenge conventional 

thinking by introducing controlled instability. This technique could form the basis of 
advanced systems that: 

1.​ Recover "Lost" Energy:​
By carefully managing the flow of charge and flipping polarities at key moments, 
systems could recover energy that is typically lost during redistribution. 

2.​ Enable Energy Amplification:​
If combined with external energy inputs (e.g., resonance effects, environmental 
energy sources, or electromagnetic coupling), these methods might amplify 
energy transfer beyond what is possible in traditional setups. 

3.​ Utilize Energy Storage in Cycles:​
Flipping polarity opens up new ways to cycle energy between components, 
maximizing the use of stored energy in capacitors or inductors. 

 

Final Thoughts 

This polarity-flipping process is a simple yet profound demonstration of how energy 
transfer dynamics can be manipulated to reclaim or enhance energy flow in electrical 

systems. While it doesn’t violate the laws of physics, it highlights opportunities to 
sidestep the limitations of traditional circuits. By introducing deliberate control 

mechanisms, like flipping polarities or using resonance to inject energy, we can explore 
new realms of energy efficiency and possibly even over-unity systems (systems with 

output greater than input by tapping external energy). 

 

Chapter 4 - The Problem with Traditional Energy Transfers 

Let’s start by revisiting the basic capacitor-to-capacitor energy transfer, like the one in 
Chapter 3: 

1.​ Initial Setup:​
Capacitor A is charged to 10V (holding 5 millijoules of energy), while Capacitor B 
is uncharged. 

2.​ Direct Connection:​
When Capacitor A discharges into Capacitor B, charge redistributes until both 
capacitors are at 5V. The result: 



○​ Each capacitor now holds 1.25 millijoules of energy (for a total of 2.5 
millijoules). 

○​ The other 2.5 millijoules are "lost" due to resistive heating, 
electromagnetic radiation, or irretrievable oscillations. 

 

Where Displacement Current Fits 

In the traditional view, this 2.5 millijoule "loss" is simply written off as inefficiency. But 
what’s really happening is that during the redistribution, a transient current flows 

through the connecting wire. This current is accompanied by a rapidly changing electric 
field in the capacitors, which generates a displacement current: 

●​ Displacement current doesn’t involve the movement of real charges (like 
electrons); instead, it arises from the changing electric field between the plates of 
the capacitors. 

●​ This displacement current creates a magnetic field just like a real current, and 
that magnetic field can be harnessed. 

In most systems, this displacement current is ignored—it dissipates as heat or 
electromagnetic radiation. But what if we capture it? 

 

The Advanced Setup: Harvesting Displacement Current 

Now let’s modify the basic capacitor system by introducing a transformer primary coil 
in the discharge path. This allows us to harvest the energy associated with the 

displacement current. 

Here’s the step-by-step process, including how displacement current is harnessed to 
achieve 100% efficiency, expect about a 10% loss in real life: 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure D - Displacement Current 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Initial Discharge (Cap A to Cap B) 

1.​ Starting Conditions: 
○​ Capacitor A is charged to 10V, holding 5 millijoules of energy. 
○​ Capacitor B is uncharged. 

2.​ Discharge Path with Transformer Primary: 
○​ When Capacitor A discharges into Capacitor B, charge flows through the 

primary coil of the transformer. 
○​ The rapid redistribution of charge generates: 

■​ A real current in the wire. 
■​ A displacement current inside the capacitors, due to the changing 

electric field between their plates. 
○​ This displacement current induces a magnetic field in the transformer, 

which generates a voltage pulse on the transformer’s secondary winding. 
3.​ Energy Transfer to Cap C: 



○​ On the transformer’s secondary side, a rectifier charges Capacitor C to 
5V using the voltage pulse. 

○​ This captures 1.25 millijoules of energy—the same amount that would 
normally be "lost" in the redistribution process. 

Result after Step 1: 

●​ Capacitor A and Capacitor B are each at 5V, holding 2.5 millijoules of energy 
total. 

●​ Capacitor C has been charged to 5V, storing the 1.25 millijoules of energy that 
would otherwise have been lost. 

 

Step 2: Polarity Flip and Reverse Discharge 

1.​ Flipping Capacitor A’s Polarity: 
○​ Using a switch or controller, we flip the polarity of Capacitor A, setting it to 

-5V. 
○​ Capacitor B is still at +5V, creating a potential difference of 10V between 

the two capacitors. 
2.​ Reverse Discharge (Cap B to Cap A): 

○​ When Capacitor B discharges back into Capacitor A (now at -5V), the 
same process occurs: 

■​ A real current flows through the transformer primary. 
■​ A displacement current is generated as the electric fields in the 

capacitors change. 
○​ This creates a second voltage pulse in the transformer secondary, which 

charges Capacitor C again to 5V. 

Result after Step 2: 

●​ Capacitor A and Capacitor B are now both at 0V (fully discharged). 
●​ Capacitor C has been charged a second time to 5V, storing an additional 1.25 

millijoules of energy. 

 

Energy Accounting: 100% Efficiency 

After completing both steps, let’s account for the energy in the system: 

1.​ Initial Energy (Start of Step 1): 



○​ Capacitor A starts with 5 millijoules of energy. 
2.​ Final Energy (End of Step 2): 

○​ Capacitor A and Capacitor B are fully discharged (0V). 
○​ Capacitor C is now charged to 5V twice, meaning it holds 2.5 millijoules + 

2.5 millijoules = 5 millijoules total. 

Key Observation:​
The entire 5 millijoules of energy from the original charge on Capacitor A has been 
transferred to Capacitor C. No energy was lost as heat, radiation, or oscillations. This 

represents “100%” efficiency in energy transfer. Minus traditional losses in the wire etc. 

 

Why This Works 

The process achieves 100% efficiency because it captures the energy associated with 
the displacement current pulse during each charge redistribution. Instead of letting 

this energy dissipate into the environment, it is harvested via the transformer and stored 
in a secondary capacitor. 

In a traditional system: 

●​ Displacement current generates transient magnetic and electric fields, but these 
are typically wasted.​
In this advanced system: 

●​ Displacement current is actively harnessed to recover energy that would 
otherwise be lost. 

 

Displacement Current as the Key 

This system highlights the critical role of displacement current: 

1.​ It Completes the Energy Loop:​
Displacement current ensures that the energy transfer is continuous, even in the 
absence of real charge carriers between the capacitor plates. 

2.​ It Enables Energy Recovery:​
By leveraging the magnetic field induced by displacement current, we can 
transfer energy to other parts of the system (like Capacitor C) without needing 
additional input energy. 



3.​ It Creates a Feedback Mechanism:​
Each displacement current pulse adds energy to the secondary circuit, allowing 
for repeated energy recovery during each charge-discharge cycle. 

 

The Takeaway: Efficient Energy Recycling 

By incorporating a transformer into the discharge path and flipping the polarity of one 
capacitor, this system allows for 100% recovery of the original energy. In essence, it 
turns what is traditionally seen as an inefficiency (displacement current) into a powerful 

tool for energy recycling. 

This is where Don Smith’s work offers inspiration. While he often spoke in incomplete or 
crude terms, his ideas about displacement current and one-wire energy transfer align 

with the principles demonstrated here. He hinted at how displacement current could be 
used to extract energy from high-frequency, high-voltage systems—ideas we’re now 

exploring in a rigorous, grounded way. 

 

Why Doesn’t the Primary “Feel” the Secondary Load? 

In this chapter, we explore a unique and unconventional feature of this system: the fact 
that the transformer primary does not "feel" the load on the secondary winding in the 

traditional sense. This behavior challenges the usual expectations of transformer 
operation, where any load on the secondary creates a corresponding load on the 

primary due to mutual inductance. 

Instead, in this system, the energy transfer between the primary and secondary 
windings occurs in a transient, time-dependent manner—driven by displacement 

current pulses. This decouples the secondary from the primary in a way that bypasses 
the traditional feedback loop of conventional transformers. Let’s dive into why this 

happens and why it’s so important for achieving near-100% energy efficiency. 

 

1. How a Conventional Transformer Operates 

In a traditional transformer: 

●​ The primary winding generates a magnetic field when current flows through it. 



●​ This magnetic field links with the secondary winding via mutual inductance, 
which induces a voltage in the secondary. 

●​ When a load is connected to the secondary winding (e.g., a resistor or capacitor), 
current flows through the load. This creates a secondary magnetic field, which 
opposes the primary magnetic field (as per Lenz’s Law). 

●​ This opposition creates a back-reaction on the primary winding, increasing the 
input power required to drive the primary. 

This coupling between the primary and secondary ensures energy conservation but also 
makes the primary winding directly sensitive to the load on the secondary. The more 

power drawn by the secondary load, the more work the primary coil must do. 

 

2. Why This System is Different 

In this system, the energy transfer mechanism fundamentally differs from the 
steady-state mutual inductance of a traditional transformer. Instead of continuous 

energy transfer, the transformer operates on transient displacement current pulses 
that occur during the dynamic redistribution of charge between capacitors. This creates 

a decoupling effect, where the secondary winding doesn’t create the usual feedback 
loop on the primary. 

Here’s why: 

 

A. The Role of Displacement Current 

●​ Displacement current is not a "real" current (like electron flow); rather, it’s a 
phenomenon that arises from the changing electric field in a capacitor as 
charge moves. 

●​ When charge redistributes between capacitors (or when their polarities are 
flipped), the electric field between the plates changes rapidly, generating a 
transient displacement current pulse. 

●​ This pulse creates a magnetic field, which induces a voltage on the transformer’s 
secondary winding. 

 

B. Decoupling via Transient Energy Transfer 



●​ The displacement current pulse is time-dependent. It exists only during the 
capacitor charge equalization process (when charge flows between Capacitors A 
and B or during the polarity flip). 

●​ Unlike steady-state magnetic coupling, this transient energy transfer doesn’t 
establish a continuous feedback loop between the primary and secondary. 

 

C. No Continuous Mutual Inductance 

●​ In a conventional transformer, the magnetic field generated by the secondary coil 
(when loaded) interacts with the primary coil, creating the back-reaction that 
makes the primary "feel" the load. 

●​ In this system, the primary coil doesn’t experience this back-reaction because the 
energy transfer happens in discrete bursts (displacement current pulses) rather 
than through steady-state coupling. 

 

3. Why the Primary Doesn’t "Feel" the Secondary Load 

Here are the key reasons why the primary is decoupled from the secondary in this 
system: 

 

A. The Energy Source is Displacement Current 

●​ The energy transferred to the secondary winding comes from the displacement 
current pulse, which is tied to the changing electric field during capacitor charge 
redistribution. 

●​ This pulse is independent of the primary’s continuous current flow. As a result, 
the primary winding doesn’t experience the usual feedback loop caused by a 
secondary load in a traditional transformer. 

 

B. Transient Nature of the Pulse 

●​ The displacement current pulse occurs only during specific events: 
1.​ When charge redistributes between Capacitor A and Capacitor B. 
2.​ When the polarity of Capacitor A is flipped, and charge flows in reverse. 



●​ Once the charge redistribution is complete, the displacement current ceases, and 
the associated magnetic field vanishes. This prevents a steady-state interaction 
between the primary and secondary windings. 

 

C. Decoupling from Steady-State Mutual Inductance 

●​ In a conventional transformer, continuous magnetic coupling ensures that any 
load on the secondary creates a proportional back-reaction on the primary. 

●​ In this system, the transient and localized nature of displacement current pulses 
decouples the secondary load from the primary. The primary "sees" the transient 
electric field change, but this is momentary and doesn’t persist long enough to 
create a feedback loop. 

 

4. What Makes This System Efficient? 

This decoupling mechanism plays a critical role in achieving the high efficiency of this 
system. Here’s why: 

 

A. No Energy Loss in the Primary 

●​ Because the primary doesn’t experience the usual back-reaction caused by a 
secondary load, it avoids resistive losses and inefficiencies typically associated 
with traditional transformers. 

 

B. Efficient Energy Harvesting 

●​ The displacement current pulse represents energy that is normally wasted (e.g., 
as heat or electromagnetic radiation) in a conventional capacitor system. 

●​ By introducing the transformer, this energy is captured and transferred to the 
secondary side, where it can be stored or used. 

 

C. Energy Recycling 



●​ The polarity-flipping and reverse-discharge process allows the same energy to 
be cycled through the system multiple times. 

●​ Each cycle generates a new displacement current pulse, which can be harvested 
independently, dramatically improving energy recovery. 

 

5. Implications for Advanced Energy Systems 

This decoupled energy transfer mechanism has profound implications for advanced 
energy systems: 

1.​ Transient Energy Harvesting:​
By leveraging displacement current pulses, the system recovers energy that 
would otherwise be lost in traditional capacitor discharge processes. 

2.​ Efficient Energy Recycling:​
The ability to recycle energy multiple times within the system enables near-100% 
efficiency under ideal conditions. 

3.​ New Possibilities for Energy Systems:​
This system demonstrates that energy transfer doesn’t have to rely on traditional 
steady-state mutual inductance. Instead, transient field dynamics can create new 
pathways for efficient energy harvesting. 

 

Conclusion: Displacement Current as a Game-Changer 

In this system, the transformer primary doesn’t "feel" the load on the secondary 
because the energy transfer is driven by transient displacement current pulses rather 
than continuous mutual inductance. This decoupling allows for highly efficient energy 

recovery, with minimal losses in the primary winding. 

By harvesting energy from displacement current pulses, this system achieves 
near-100% efficiency, turning what is normally seen as wasted energy into a valuable 
resource. This unique approach offers exciting possibilities for developing advanced 

energy systems that challenge the limitations of conventional designs 

 

 



Chapter 5: Recovering 100% Energy in Theory – Clever Manipulation, Not 
Magic 

In this chapter, we will take a closer look at what it means to theoretically recover 100% 
of the energy in our advanced capacitor-recycling system and why this is entirely 
consistent with traditional energy dynamics. This is not about "magic energy" or 

violating the laws of physics—it’s about intelligent energy manipulation that taps into 
processes often overlooked or dismissed as unavoidable losses in conventional 

systems. 

We will also explore Tom Bearden’s perspective, as expressed in his Energy from the 
Vacuum series, where he pointed out that energy transfer between capacitors is not 

inherently inefficient if managed correctly. Bearden’s insights resonate with what we’re 
achieving here: recovering energy that would traditionally be lost to resistive or radiative 

dissipation. 

Let’s break it down step by step and prepare for the next stage of our exploration—how 
we can, in theory, achieve over 100% efficiency without breaking any physical laws. 

 

1. Energy Recycling: 100% Efficiency in Theory 

When we say that our system achieves 100% energy recovery in theory, we mean 
that every joule of energy initially stored in Capacitor A is successfully transferred into 

Capacitor C during the process. This requires two things to happen: 

1.​ Efficient Energy Transfer:​
As Capacitor A discharges into Capacitor B (and back again during polarity flip), 
no energy is permanently lost. This is theoretically possible if we minimize losses 
to: 

○​ Resistive heating (using highly conductive wires and components). 
○​ Electromagnetic radiation (minimizing oscillatory effects). 

2.​ Energy Recovery from Displacement Current:​
During each charge/discharge cycle, a displacement current pulse is 
generated in the system, which induces a voltage in the secondary winding of our 
transformer. This pulse is captured and stored in Capacitor C, ensuring that no 
energy is wasted. 

How the Process Works 



●​ In the first step, Capacitor A (charged to 10V) transfers half its energy to 
Capacitor B, with both capacitors settling at 5V. 

●​ The displacement current pulse generated during this redistribution is captured in 
the secondary winding of the transformer and stored in Capacitor C. 

●​ After the polarity flip of Capacitor A (to -5V), the reverse discharge transfers the 
remaining energy from Capacitor B back into Capacitor A, while another 
displacement current pulse charges Capacitor C a second time. 

●​ At the end of this process, Capacitor C has captured all the energy that was 
originally stored in Capacitor A. 

In an idealized system with no losses, 100% of the original energy is accounted 
for—it simply moves from one place (Cap A) to another (Cap C). 

 

2. Why This Works: No "Magic," Just Better Utilization of Energy 

The key to understanding why this system works lies in recognizing that we’re not 
creating new energy—we’re simply managing energy more intelligently by capturing 
processes that are usually ignored or wasted in traditional systems. Here’s how this is in 

line with conventional energy dynamics: 

A. No Laws of Physics are Broken 

●​ The law of conservation of energy is still respected: energy is neither created 
nor destroyed in the system. 

●​ What’s different is how the energy is moved and accounted for. Traditional 
systems allow energy to be dissipated as heat or radiation during capacitor 
discharge. Our system, by contrast, captures these losses (displacement current 
effects) and stores them in Capacitor C. 

B. Displacement Current is Real Energy 

●​ Displacement current, introduced by Maxwell, is often seen as a "phantom" 
current in traditional circuits. However, it has real, measurable effects, such as 
inducing magnetic fields and voltage pulses in nearby coils. 

●​ In our system, we actively harvest the energy associated with displacement 
current, instead of letting it dissipate. This turns what is normally wasted energy 
into usable energy. 

C. Tom Bearden’s Perspective 



In his Energy from the Vacuum series, Tom Bearden emphasized a critical point about 
energy transfer: 

"There’s no rule in physics that says you can’t transfer a joule of energy from 
one capacitor to another with nearly perfect efficiency—assuming you 

minimize losses along the way." 

Bearden suggested that, in principle, energy could be moved between capacitors 
indefinitely with minimal loss if we design the system correctly. He further argued that 

most inefficiencies in energy systems stem not from any fundamental physical 
limitations, but from how we build and configure our systems. 

In this context, our system fits perfectly with Bearden’s insights: 

●​ We move energy from Capacitor A to Capacitor B with minimal loss. 
●​ We recover the normally wasted displacement current energy and store it in 

Capacitor C. 
●​ By flipping the polarity of Capacitor A and cycling the process, we achieve 

near-perfect recycling of energy. 

 

3. What Does 100% Efficiency Mean for Our System? 

To put it simply: achieving 100% efficiency means we can recover all the energy initially 
stored in Capacitor A and transfer it into Capacitor C. Let’s quantify this: 

●​ Capacitor A starts with 10V, storing 5 millijoules of energy. 
●​ After two cycles (forward and reverse discharge), Capacitor C is charged twice, 

ending up with 5 millijoules of energy. 
●​ Capacitor A and B are left at 0V, meaning all the energy has been transferred 

into Capacitor C. 

There’s no violation of the laws of physics here. We’re simply: 

1.​ Recovering the energy normally wasted in resistive losses, radiation, and 
displacement current. 

2.​ Recycling the energy through intelligent control and manipulation of the 
system’s components. 

 

4. Why This Isn’t Traditional Energy Dynamics 



While our system is fully consistent with traditional physics, it’s not how energy is 
normally managed in conventional systems. Let’s contrast the two approaches: 

A. Traditional Systems 

●​ In a standard capacitor discharge, energy is lost due to: 
○​ Resistive heating in wires and components. 
○​ Electromagnetic radiation, especially if the system oscillates. 
○​ Dissipative effects in the capacitor’s dielectric. 

●​ These losses are considered unavoidable, and traditional designs make no effort 
to recover them. 

B. Our System 

●​ Our system captures and recycles energy that is normally lost. 
●​ By incorporating a transformer and rectifier, we turn displacement current pulses 

into usable energy stored in Capacitor C. 
●​ This process ensures that no energy is wasted, enabling 100% efficiency in 

theory. 

 

5. The Path to Over 100% Efficiency 

Achieving 100% efficiency is an impressive milestone, but it’s not the end of the journey. 
In the next section, we’ll explore how we can go beyond 100% efficiency—not by 

creating energy out of nothing, but by tapping into additional energy sources, such as: 

 

1.​ Energy Amplification Through Asymmetry:​
Creating systems where the input and output energy pathways are decoupled, 
allowing energy to flow into the system from existing sources without violating 
conservation laws. 

This next step is where the potential for over-unity systems (output greater than input) 
becomes real, but only through processes that respect the laws of physics and carefully 

leverage overlooked energy pathways. 

 

 



In this chapter, we’ve shown that recovering 100% of the energy in our system is not 
only theoretically possible, but entirely consistent with the laws of physics. By capturing 
energy normally wasted in displacement current dynamics and carefully managing the 

flow of charge, we’ve demonstrated a clever way to maximize efficiency using 
well-established components and principles. 

As Tom Bearden emphasized, there’s no rule in physics that says we can’t achieve 
near-perfect energy transfer between capacitors. By taking this insight one step further, 
we’ve laid the groundwork for exploring systems that go beyond 100% efficiency—not 

through "magic energy," but by tapping into external fields and carefully leveraging 
advanced circuit dynamics. 

In the next chapter, we’ll begin exploring how to modify this system to achieve 
efficiencies greater than 100%, while still staying firmly within the laws of physics. Let’s 

move forward into the exciting realm of resonance, external energy harvesting, and 
advanced energy manipulation! 

 

 

Chapter 6: Moving Beyond 100% Efficiency – Entering Uncharted Territory 

In this chapter, we’ll dive into how the system can move beyond 100% efficiency while 
adhering to the laws of physics. By creatively rerouting energy, capturing displacement 
currents, and introducing additional transformers, we explore how previously wasted 

energy can be harvested for auxiliary outputs and recharging, effectively increasing the 
system’s usable energy output. 

This is where things get fascinating: instead of simply flipping the polarity of Capacitor 
A during the second discharge cycle, we introduce an entirely new layer of energy 

recovery by shunting the charge through additional transformers and loads. This 
clever manipulation not only keeps Cap A charged closer to its original state (reducing 
the work of the power supply) but also provides continuous energy to external loads or 

auxiliary charging systems. 

Let’s break this step-by-step and explore how this creates a pathway into what might be 
called uncharted territory in energy systems. 

 

1. The Key Insight: Avoid Wasting the Return Path Energy 



In the original version of the system, Capacitor A was returned to 0V after each cycle. 
However, by not flipping the polarity of Cap A, we leave it charged at 5V after the 

initial redistribution (from Cap A to Cap B). This opens up new opportunities for energy 
recovery: 

1.​ Instead of grounding Cap B’s discharge energy , we: 
○​ Route it through a transformer for energy recovery. 
○​ Send the energy into an auxiliary load or battery. 
○​ Or step it back up and send it back to Cap A, restoring it closer to its 

original 10V. 
2.​ Displacement Current Pulse Still Captured: The system retains the original 

displacement current pulse on the secondary (via Cap C), so no energy is lost 
during this process. 

 

2. Energy Flow in the Modified System 

Let’s revisit the system’s operation with the new modifications. 

 

Step 1: Cap A to Cap B Redistribution 

1.​ Starting Conditions: 
○​ Cap A starts at 10V (5 millijoules of energy). 
○​ Cap B starts at 0V (uncharged). 

2.​ Charge Redistribution: 
○​ Charge flows from Cap A to Cap B, and both capacitors settle at 5V. 
○​ The total energy in Caps A and B is now split equally: 2.5 millijoules 

each. 
3.​ Displacement Current Pulse: 

○​ During redistribution, the changing electric field between the capacitor 
plates generates a displacement current pulse. 

○​ This pulse is captured by the secondary of the transformer and stored in 
Cap C (charging it to 5V, holding 1.25 millijoules). 

 

Step 2: Cap B Discharges Through a Transformer 

1.​ Modified Discharge Path: 



○​ Instead of redistributing Cap B’s energy back to Cap A, Cap B discharges 
through a transformer. 

○​ This discharge creates another displacement current pulse, which is: 
■​ Captured by the transformer secondary (charging Cap C to 5V 

again, adding another 1.25 millijoules). 
■​ And/or routed to an auxiliary load (such as a battery or capacitor 

bank). 
2.​ Cap A Remains Charged: 

○​ By avoiding polarity flipping, Cap A remains charged at 5V (holding 1.25 
millijoules) after this step. 

 

Step 3: Using Return Path Energy to Recharge Cap A 

1.​ Add Step-Up Transformer: 
○​ The remaining energy in Cap B’s discharge is routed through another 

transformer to step it up and send it back into Cap A. 
○​ This recharges Cap A closer to its original 10V, effectively recovering 

energy from the return path and reducing the workload of the power 
supply. 

2.​ Auxiliary Energy Recovery: 
○​ Instead of grounding the return path, the energy is harvested and stored in 

an auxiliary load (e.g., a charging battery or capacitor). 

 

3. Energy Accounting: Where Does the Energy Go? 

Let’s track the energy at each stage. 

 

Initial Input Energy: 

Cap A starts at 10V, storing 5 millijoules of energy. This is the only energy initially 
supplied by the power source. 

 

Energy Outputs: 

1.​ After Step 1: 



○​ Caps A and B each hold 2.5 millijoules (5V each). 
○​ Cap C captures the displacement current pulse, storing 1.25 

millijoules. 
2.​ After Step 2: 

○​ Cap B discharges completely, generating: 
■​ Another displacement current pulse (1.25 millijoules, stored in 

Cap C). 
■​ Return path energy routed through a transformer and stored in an 

auxiliary load. 
3.​ After Step 3: 

○​ Cap A is recharged close to 10V (5 millijoules). 
○​ Cap C holds 2.5 millijoules (from two displacement current pulses). 
○​ The auxiliary load (e.g., battery) receives additional energy from the return 

path. 

 

Total Recovered Energy: 

At the end of the process: 

●​ Cap A holds 5 millijoules. 
●​ Cap C holds 2.5 millijoules. 
●​ The auxiliary load receives an additional 2.5 millijoules. 

Total Output Energy: 

10 millijoules 

This is double the initial input energy (5 millijoules). 

 

4. What’s Happening Here? 

This system doesn’t violate conservation of energy—it works by capturing and reusing 
energy that is normally wasted. Here’s why: 

A. Displacement Current Utilization 

●​ Displacement current, normally ignored or lost as radiation, is harvested during 
each redistribution cycle. 



●​ This contributes significant additional energy to the system (2.5 millijoules total in 
Cap C). 

B. Energy Recovery from the Return Path 

●​ Instead of wasting the energy during Cap B’s discharge, it is routed back to Cap 
A and into an auxiliary load, ensuring no energy is lost. 

C. Reduced Burden on the Power Supply 

●​ By recharging Cap A with return-path energy, the power supply only needs to 
compensate for minor losses (resistive heating, transformer inefficiencies, etc.). 
In the ideal case, these losses are negligible. 

 

5. Is This Over-Unity? 

Yes, in terms of usable output energy, the system exceeds the user provided input 
energy. Here’s why this is possible: 

1.​ Input Energy:​
The system starts with 5 millijoules in Cap A. 

2.​ Usable Outputs:​
After the process, the system produces 10 millijoules of usable energy, 
distributed across: 

○​ Cap A (recharged to 10V, 5 millijoules). 
○​ Cap C (displacement current pulses, 2.5 millijoules). 
○​ Auxiliary load (return-path energy, 2.5 millijoules). 

3.​ Key Insight:​
The system exploits energy pathways (e.g., displacement current, return path 
recovery) that are normally ignored or wasted in conventional systems. These 
pathways provide the additional energy that makes the system appear to exceed 
unity. 

 

6. Practical Implications and Uncharted Territory 

This system demonstrates that careful energy management and recovery can 
achieve efficiencies far beyond conventional designs. Here’s what makes this uncharted 

territory: 



1.​ Energy Recycling Loops:​
The system closes multiple energy loops, recovering and reusing energy at every 
stage. 

2.​ Multi-Path Energy Harvesting:​
By utilizing displacement current and return-path energy, the system extracts 
energy from phenomena that are typically wasted. 

3.​ Reduced Input Energy Requirement:​
The power supply works only to compensate for minor losses, allowing the 
system to operate with minimal input energy. 

4.​ Potential for Real-World Applications:​
With careful design, this approach could lead to highly efficient energy systems 
capable of powering loads with minimal external input. 

 

Conclusion: The Path to Over-Unity Systems 

In this chapter, we’ve seen how a carefully designed system can achieve over 100% 
efficiency by capturing and reusing energy that traditional systems ignore. This isn’t 

magic or a violation of physical laws—it’s a clever manipulation of displacement 
currents, return-path energy, and advanced energy routing. 

 

 

 

Chapter 7: Over-Unity Energy Recovery and Advanced Transformer Action 

 

Traditional Transformer Action: Closed-Loop Behavior 

To fully understand the innovative behavior of this system, it is important to contrast it 
with the operation of a traditional transformer. In a conventional transformer, energy 

transfer occurs through a closed-loop process governed by magnetic coupling and 
mutual inductance. Here's how it works: 

1.​ Primary Winding Action: 
○​ Current flowing through the primary winding generates a magnetic field, as 

described by Ampere's Law. 



○​ This magnetic field is proportional to the current in the primary winding 
and forms the basis of energy transfer. 

2.​ Secondary Winding Induction: 
○​ The magnetic field generated by the primary couples to the secondary 

winding. 
○​ According to Faraday's Law, a time-varying magnetic field induces an 

electromotive force (EMF, or voltage) in the secondary winding. 
3.​ Secondary Load Dynamics: 

○​ When a load is connected to the secondary winding, current flows through 
the secondary circuit, generating its own magnetic field. 

○​ This secondary field opposes the primary field, as required by Lenz's 
Law. 

4.​ Impact of Secondary Load on Primary: 
○​ If the load on the secondary draws significant current (e.g., a large 

resistive load), the opposing magnetic field from the secondary can "short 
out" the primary field. 

○​ The primary "feels" the secondary load as increased impedance or 
demand, causing more power to be drawn from the input source. 

Key Takeaway: 

In a traditional transformer: 

●​ The primary "feels" the secondary load because of direct magnetic coupling. 
●​ A heavy load on the secondary creates a proportional stress on the primary. If 

the load exceeds the system's capacity, the transformer becomes overloaded, 
and the energy transfer collapses. 

 

How Energy Transfer Works in This System with Cap A and Cap B 

This system avoids the stress-inducing, closed-loop behavior of traditional 
transformers by leveraging capacitor-to-capacitor charge redistribution and 
displacement current dynamics. This fundamentally changes how energy is 

transferred and prevents the primary from directly "feeling" the load on the secondary. 

A. Capacitor-to-Capacitor Redistribution 

1.​ How Charge Redistribution Works: 
○​ When Capacitor A discharges into Capacitor B, the redistribution of 

charge is governed by charge conservation. 



○​ The redistribution is a transient event, driven by the need to equalize the 
voltage between the two capacitors. 

○​ As charge moves, the electric fields in the capacitors change, creating a 
displacement current pulse. 

2.​ Role of Displacement Current: 
○​ This pulse arises from the changing electric field between the capacitor 

plates, rather than from the physical movement of charges through a wire. 
○​ Displacement current is a "virtual" current: it doesn’t involve actual charge 

carriers (electrons) flowing, but it still generates a magnetic field and 
induces a voltage in the transformer secondary. 

3.​ Energy Transfer Without Closed Loops: 
○​ The transformer in this setup detects and responds to this displacement 

current pulse. 
○​ Importantly, this process does not require a closed current loop. The 

transformer is essentially sensing and reacting to the electric field 
disturbance, not participating in a continuous energy exchange. 

 

B. Open-Circuit Behavior of Displacement Current 

Displacement current is fundamentally different from conventional current because it 
arises from a time-varying electric field rather than a physical flow of charge. Here’s 

why this matters: 

1.​ Electric Field Dynamics: 
○​ Displacement current reflects the rate of change of the electric field 

between the capacitor plates. 
○​ Even though no electrons physically cross the capacitor gap, the 

time-varying field creates a magnetic field that behaves as if a current 
were flowing. 

2.​ No Continuous Current Loop: 
○​ Unlike resistive loads, capacitors don’t conduct steady current. They only 

allow transient currents to flow during charge and discharge events. 
○​ In this setup, the transformer responds to the transient displacement 

current, not a steady-state current loop. 
3.​ Why This Decouples the Secondary Load: 

○​ Because displacement current is not part of a closed-loop energy transfer, 
the load on the secondary (e.g., Capacitor C or an auxiliary load) does not 
create a proportional stress on the primary. 

○​ The primary winding simply reacts to the electric field changes, without 
directly transferring energy in the conventional sense. 



 

Why Doesn’t the Secondary Load Affect the Primary in This Case? 

This brings us to the core question: Why does the primary winding in this system not 
"feel" the secondary load, even when energy is being extracted from Capacitor C? The 

answer lies in the open-circuit nature of displacement current and the unique 
dynamics of capacitor charge redistribution. 

Traditional Load Behavior: 

If Capacitor B were replaced with a resistive load: 

1.​ A closed current loop would form: charge would flow from Capacitor A, through 
the primary winding, and into the resistive load. 

2.​ The transformer would behave conventionally: 
○​ The load on the secondary would induce a magnetic field opposing the 

primary field. 
○​ The primary would "feel" the load, drawing energy directly from the input 

supply. 
3.​ Result: The system’s efficiency would drop, as the energy transfer is constrained 

by the traditional transformer dynamics. 

Capacitor-to-Capacitor Behavior: 

When both Capacitor A and Capacitor B are capacitors: 

1.​ There is no steady-state current flow, only transient charge redistribution. 
2.​ The energy transfer between the capacitors occurs via electric field alignment, 

not through a continuous current loop. 
3.​ The transformer responds to the displacement current pulse, not to a 

steady-state magnetic coupling. 

Key Insight: 

●​ The displacement current is tied to the capacitor field alignment process, not to a 
continuous current loop. 

●​ This means the primary winding doesn’t experience the back-reaction associated 
with secondary loads in traditional transformers. 

 

The Open-Circuit Nature of Displacement Current 



Capacitors behave as an open circuit in steady-state conditions, which is why the 
transformer behaves so differently in this setup. Here’s a deeper look: 

1.​ Electric Fields Drive the System: 
○​ The energy transfer is dominated by changing electric fields (displacement 

current), not continuous magnetic coupling. 
○​ The transformer detects the time-varying field disturbances but doesn’t 

participate in a closed energy loop. 
2.​ No Continuous Current Loop: 

○​ The lack of a steady-state current loop ensures that the secondary load 
(e.g., Capacitor C) does not reflect back to the primary. 

3.​ Load Decoupling: 
○​ The secondary load operates independently of the primary because the 

energy transfer happens via transient field dynamics, not traditional 
magnetic coupling. 

 

Why Does Cap C Charge Without Stressing the Primary? 

Capacitor C charges through the transformer’s secondary winding because of the 
displacement current pulse. Here’s why this doesn’t stress the primary winding: 

1.​ Induction from Field Disturbance: 
○​ The displacement current pulse creates a transient magnetic field in the 

transformer, inducing a voltage in the secondary. 
○​ This process is a direct consequence of the capacitor charge redistribution 

and happens independently of the primary winding’s behavior. 
2.​ Primary Reacts, But Isn’t Stressed: 

○​ The primary winding only reacts to the field disturbance—it doesn’t 
actively drive a current loop. 

○​ As a result, the primary does not experience the back-reaction that would 
occur in a traditional transformer with a closed secondary load. 

 

Final Thoughts: Why This is Different from a Traditional Transformer 

To summarize: 

1.​ In a traditional transformer: 
○​ Energy transfer occurs via magnetic coupling in a closed loop. 



○​ The primary "feels" the secondary load because of Lenz’s Law and mutual 
inductance. 

2.​ In this setup: 
○​ Energy transfer is driven by transient electric field dynamics (displacement 

current). 
○​ The primary does not "feel" the secondary load because there is no closed 

current loop. 
○​ The transformer behaves as a displacement current detector, 

harvesting energy from electric field disturbances rather than magnetic 
coupling. 

This unique behavior is what enables this system to recover and amplify energy far 
beyond what traditional transformer systems can achieve. It also sets the stage for 

exploring new energy recovery pathways and pushing into over-unity territory. Let’s 
move forward! 

 

Revisiting the Goal: Over-Unity by Operator Standards 

In practical terms, over-unity refers to a system that outputs more usable energy than 
the operator supplies as input. This doesn’t violate the law of conservation of energy, 
as the system isn’t creating energy from nothing. Instead, it draws upon natural energy 

flows that are often ignored or wasted in conventional systems, such as transient 
effects, displacement currents, and field dynamics. 

In this system, over-unity is achieved by efficiently recovering, redirecting, and 
reusing energy that would otherwise be dissipated as heat, electromagnetic radiation, 

or lost oscillations. Here’s a practical breakdown of what this means for operator 
efficiency: 

 

1. Understanding Over-Unity in This System 

This system exhibits over-unity by operator standards, as shown in the following key 
metrics: 

1.​ Operator Input:​
The operator inputs 5 millijoules (mJ) of energy by charging Capacitor A to 10 
volts initially. 



2.​ System Output:​
The system outputs 10 mJ of usable energy, distributed across: 

○​ Capacitor A (near its original charge of 10 volts). 
○​ Capacitor C (storing energy from displacement current recovery). 
○​ Auxiliary loads (powered by return-path energy). 

3.​ Efficiency Relative to Operator Input: 
○​ From the operator’s perspective, this represents a 200% efficiency: the 

system produces twice as much usable energy as the operator needs to 
supply. 

○​ The system’s internal recovery pathways are responsible for sustaining its 
operation and powering additional outputs. 

 

2. Why This Isn’t Magic 

This result isn’t magic or a violation of natural laws. Instead, it’s a clever and systematic 
use of energy that is already present in the process but traditionally overlooked or 

wasted. The key principles that make this possible are: 

●​ Efficient Energy Recovery:​
The system recovers energy that would normally dissipate as heat, radiation, or 
other inefficiencies in conventional setups. 

●​ Displacement Current Dynamics:​
The system leverages the real and measurable effects of displacement 
currents, which are induced by changing electric fields in the capacitors. 

●​ Transient Electromagnetic Phenomena:​
The process captures energy generated by field realignments and transient 
effects during capacitor charge redistribution. 

This means the system operates fully within the framework of natural laws while 
expanding beyond the constraints of traditional designs. Let’s break down the specific 

mechanisms that enable this system to achieve over-unity in practical terms. 

 

3. Breaking Down the Over-Unity Dynamics 

(A) Displacement Current Energy Recovery 



Displacement currents are an inevitable consequence of changing electric fields in 
capacitors. In conventional systems, these currents are typically ignored or treated as 

inefficiencies. However, in this system: 

1.​ Recovery Mechanism: 
○​ Displacement current pulses generate electromagnetic fields that induce a 

usable voltage in the transformer’s secondary winding. 
○​ This induced EMF is captured as energy in Capacitor C during each 

redistribution event. 
2.​ How It Works: 

○​ Each time Capacitor A discharges into Capacitor B (and vice versa during 
polarity reversal or dumping to aux load), a transient displacement current 
pulse is generated. 

○​ This pulse corresponds to 1.25 mJ of recoverable energy per 
redistribution cycle. Over two cycles, this adds up to 2.5 mJ stored in 
Capacitor C. 

3.​ Why It’s Efficient: 
○​ Displacement current energy is "free" in the sense that it’s a byproduct of 

capacitor field realignment. 
○​ This recovery doesn’t "stress" the transformer primary or the capacitor 

redistribution process, meaning it’s energy that would otherwise be 
ignored. 

Key Advantage:​
Displacement current energy recovery allows the system to reclaim energy that would 

otherwise dissipate, adding 2.5 mJ to the system’s usable output. 

 

(B) Return-Path Energy Recovery 

In traditional systems, the energy remaining in a discharging capacitor is often wasted 
as heat or dissipated to ground. This system eliminates that waste by redirecting the 

return-path energy into useful processes: 

1.​ Recovery Mechanism: 
○​ Instead of grounding Capacitor B’s discharge, the energy is routed 

through a transformer and rectifier. 
○​ This energy is then: 

■​ Partially sent back to Capacitor A, recharging it closer to its 
original 10V. 



■​ Sent to an auxiliary load, such as charging a battery or powering 
external devices. 

2.​ How It Works: 
○​ The discharge of Capacitor B passes through a transformer, creating 

another transient electromagnetic pulse that can be captured and reused. 
○​ This process recovers ~2.5 mJ of energy, which is split between 

recharging Capacitor A and powering auxiliary devices. 
3.​ Why It’s Efficient: 

○​ The return-path energy recovery loop closes the system by reducing 
reliance on external input energy. 

○​ Capacitor A is recharged mostly from internally recovered energy, rather 
than requiring significant input from the power supply. 

Key Advantage:​
Return-path recovery reduces the operator’s burden and increases system efficiency by 

ensuring nearly all energy in the system is reused. 

 

(C) Decoupled Transformer Dynamics 

One of the unique aspects of this system is how it avoids the typical back-reaction 
effects seen in conventional transformers: 

1.​ Why Traditional Transformers Struggle: 
○​ In a standard transformer, loading the secondary winding increases stress 

on the primary due to mutual inductance. 
○​ This feedback loop limits efficiency because the primary must supply all 

the energy transferred to the secondary and load. 
2.​ Why This System is Different: 

○​ The transformer in this setup doesn’t operate as a closed-loop device. 
Instead, it harvests transient displacement current pulses caused by 
capacitor redistribution. 

○​ This means the transformer secondary isn’t directly coupled to the primary 
winding, allowing the system to avoid feedback effects. 

Key Advantage:​
The transformer acts as a field sampler, efficiently capturing displacement current 

energy without stressing the primary circuit. 

 

(D) Auxiliary Energy Outputs 



The final piece of the over-unity puzzle is the system’s ability to direct energy into 
auxiliary loads: 

1.​ How Auxiliary Outputs Work: 
○​ The return-path energy, instead of being wasted or grounded, is used to 

power secondary loads or charge auxiliary batteries. 
○​ These outputs are effectively "free" from the operator’s perspective, as 

they don’t require additional input energy. 
2.​ Open-Ended Possibilities: 

○​ Auxiliary loads could include rechargeable batteries, low-power devices, 
or additional capacitor banks. 

○​ This flexibility makes the system highly versatile for real-world 
applications. 

Key Advantage:​
Auxiliary outputs extend the system’s functionality while requiring no extra input energy 

from the operator. 

 

4. Why This Works Without Violating Natural Laws 

The system achieves over-unity by tapping into overlooked or wasted energy flows that 
are present in any capacitor-based or electromagnetic system. Here’s why it doesn’t 

violate conservation of energy: 

1.​ Displacement Currents:​
Displacement currents are a natural phenomenon tied to the reconfiguration of 
electric fields in capacitors. They are real, measurable, and a legitimate energy 
source. 

2.​ Field Realignment Energy:​
The capacitors naturally balance themselves during charge redistribution, 
generating transient electromagnetic energy that can be recovered. 

3.​ Open-Circuit Transformer Response:​
By avoiding direct magnetic coupling between the primary and secondary, the 
transformer operates as a "field sampler," capturing transient pulses without 
drawing continuous power from the input. 

Key Insight:​
The operator only inputs energy once (to charge Capacitor A), while the system handles 

energy recycling and output generation internally. This makes the system appear to 
achieve over-unity efficiency because: 



●​ The operator’s input is minimal. 
●​ The system recovers and reuses energy from transient effects that are typically 

lost in traditional designs. 

 

5. Conclusion: Practical Over-Unity 

In practical terms, this system delivers twice the energy the operator supplies, achieving 
200% efficiency relative to input. By capturing displacement currents, reusing 

return-path energy, and leveraging decoupled transformer dynamics, the system 
creates a self-sustaining energy cycle with substantial outputs for auxiliary loads. This 

isn’t "free energy" in the magical sense—it’s energy recovery done right. 

 

 

Chapter 7: Scaling to Practical Power – Unlocking High-Energy Potential 

As we scale this system up to practical power levels, we enter the realm of significant 
energy storage and recovery. By increasing the operating voltage to 100 volts and using 

1-farad capacitors, we magnify the energy stored, recovered, and output by several 
orders of magnitude. This allows the system to drive larger loads while maintaining the 

same principles of high efficiency and practical over-unity. 

In this chapter, we’ll analyze the system dynamics step-by-step, exploring how these 
upgrades affect energy storage, recovery, and output, as well as the implications for 

real-world power delivery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Figure D - Full Scale Generator. “Simplified Switching” 

 

You can use the power from B2 to charge DC-DC, step up B1 or tap part of main load 
C3 power to keep B1 at full charge for a self looping solution while running an aux high 

power load off one or the other or both sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Scaling Up: Initial Energy Stored in Capacitor A 
For Capacitor A (Cap A), with a capacitance C=1F and an initial voltage V=100V 

This is 5 kilojoules of energy available in Cap A at the start of the cycle—a massive increase 
compared to the smaller-scale systems discussed earlier. This increased energy capacity allows 
the system to support larger loads and higher recovery efficiencies. 

 

2. Energy Outputs Per Cycle 

A. Energy Redistribution Between Capacitors A and B 

When Cap A discharges into Capacitor B (Cap B), both capacitors equalize at 50 volts 
(assuming both are 1 F). The energy stored in Cap A and Cap B after redistribution is: 

This means that 2500 J (2.5 kJ) is left in the two capacitors combined. The remaining 2500 J is 
released during the redistribution process and is available for recovery. 

B. Displacement Current Pulses on Cap C 

During redistribution, the change in electric fields creates displacement current pulses, which 
are captured by the transformer and stored in Capacitor C (Cap C). For each redistribution 
cycle, Cap C captures: 1250 J 

Since there are two redistribution cycles (forward and reverse), the total energy captured on 
Cap C per cycle is: 2500 J. 

C. Auxiliary Load or Battery Charging 

The energy remaining in Cap B after redistribution is sent through a transformer in the return 
path, where it can be: 

●​ Used to partially recharge Cap A. 
●​ Sent to an auxiliary load or battery. 

Assuming a 90% efficiency in the return-path recovery, the auxiliary load receives:2250 J. 

D. Total Usable Energy Output 

The total energy output per cycle is the sum of: 

●​ The energy stored in Cap C (main load). 
●​ The energy sent to the auxiliary load. 

2500 + 2250 = 4750 



This total output demonstrates the scalability of the system: 4.75 kJ of energy is delivered 
every cycle. 

3. Input Power Required from the Battery 

While the system recycles most of its energy internally, a small amount of input energy is 
required from the battery to top up Cap A back to 100 volts after each cycle. 

A. Energy Recovered Internally 

The system recovers 90% of the initial energy in Cap A via the return path: 

= 4500 J 

B. Energy Supplied by the Battery 

The battery only needs to supply the remaining 10%: 

= 500 J 

4. Efficiency and Practical Over-Unity 

From the operator’s perspective, the system achieves practical over-unity efficiency because 
the total usable energy output significantly exceeds the energy input required from the battery. 

This means the system delivers 9.5 times more energy than the operator supplies. 

B. Energy Balance Per Cycle 

Energy Flow Value (per 
cycle) 

Input energy (battery) 500 J 

Energy recovered (Cap 
A) 

4500 J 

Energy output (Cap C) 2500 J 



Auxiliary load output 2250 J 

Total Output 4750 J 

This balance highlights the extraordinary efficiency achieved through energy recovery and 
redistribution. 

5. Power Delivery to the Load 

With the larger capacitors and higher voltage, the system is capable of delivering substantial 
power to the main load at Cap C. Let’s assume a cycle time of 1 second as a baseline. 

A. Power Delivered to the Main Load 

The energy stored in Cap C per cycle is: 2500 J. 

Power is energy divided by time, so the power delivered to the main load is: 2500 watts. 

B. Power Delivered to the Auxiliary Load 

The energy sent to the auxiliary load per cycle is: 2250 J 

At a 1-second cycle time, the auxiliary load receives: 2250 watts. 

6. Implications of Scaling 

With this setup, the system can deliver substantial power while maintaining minimal input from 
the operator’s power source. Key implications include: 

1.​ Larger Load Support: 
○​ The system can power devices requiring several kilowatts, such as heaters, 

motors, or industrial equipment. 
○​ With a combined output of 4.75 kW, this system is now firmly in the realm of 

practical power applications. 
2.​ Auxiliary Energy Utilization: 

○​ Excess energy in the return path can be used to charge batteries, provide 
auxiliary power, or run additional loads. 

3.​ Minimal Operator Input: 
○​ The operator’s battery only provides 500 J (0.5 kJ) per cycle, meaning the 

system is largely self-sustaining. 
4.​ Scalable Design: 



○​ Increasing the capacitance or voltage further would allow even greater energy 
storage and output, enabling the system to scale for higher-power applications. 

 

7. Final Takeaways 

By scaling up to 100 volts and 1-farad capacitors, this system demonstrates its capability to 
deliver practical, high-power energy outputs while maintaining exceptional efficiency. The 
principles of displacement current recovery, energy recycling, and decoupled transformer 
dynamics remain central to its operation. As the system scales, it offers exciting potential for 
powering real-world loads with minimal operator input—paving the way for practical over-unity 
energy systems. 

Key Results for Continuous Operation 

For a system repeating the process every second: 

●​ Energy input (battery): 0.139 Wh per second → 500 Wh per hour. 
●​ Energy output (total): 1.32 Wh per second → 4752 Wh (4.75 kWh) per hour. 

○​ Cap C load: 2.5 kWh per hour. 
○​ Auxiliary load: 2.25 kWh per hour. 

●​ Efficiency: 950%. 

Practical Implications 

1.​ High Efficiency: For every 0.139 Wh the battery supplies per second, the system 
outputs 1.32 Wh of usable energy, including load power and auxiliary energy. 

2.​ Massive Output Potential: Over an hour, the system outputs 4.75 kWh of energy while 
requiring only 500 Wh from the battery. 

3.​ Powering Larger Loads: With 2.5 kWh available at Cap C and 2.25 kWh for auxiliary 
use, this system could power significant loads (e.g., household appliances or industrial 
devices). 

When the process repeats every second: 

●​ The system produces 4.75 kWh of output energy per hour. 
●​ The operator’s input energy is only 500 Wh per hour. 
●​ This shows the system’s ability to amplify energy output through efficient recovery and 

displacement current utilization. 

 

 



Final Chapter: In Closing – Perspectives and Practicality 

As we come to the conclusion of this publication, let’s take a moment to reflect on what we’ve 
learned and put this entire system into perspective. The journey we’ve taken through these 
chapters has been one of discovery, understanding, and practical exploration into the underlying 
mechanics of energy recovery, displacement current dynamics, and efficient energy 
transfer systems. 

While the theoretical and mathematical frameworks presented here are sound, the real 
challenge lies in implementation. As we’ll discuss in this final chapter, building such a system 
requires not only a grasp of the concepts but also careful planning, engineering, and 
adaptability. Let’s tie it all together and look forward to how you, the experimenter, can bring this 
system to life. 

 

1. The Importance of Practical Implementation 

The circuit we described in the last example is, at its core, a simplified system. It’s meant to 
teach the principles, not provide a ready-made "plug-and-play" solution. In reality, implementing 
this system will require: 

1.​ Switching Mechanisms:​
The circuit assumes the use of physical switches for redistribution cycles, but in practice, 
these switches would need to be replaced by programmed, automated sequencing 
mechanisms. A multiple-channel Arduino, paired with MOSFETs or transistors, could 
easily handle the timed switching. Once you run the program into a sequence loop, your 
switching becomes automated, reliable, and scalable. 

2.​ Understanding the Scale:​
Each experimenter will need to adapt the system to available resources and desired 
output scale. There’s no "one-size-fits-all" approach here. Whether you’re working at 10 
volts or 1,000 volts, your transformer windings, capacitor values, and other components 
must be tailored to your needs and capabilities. 

3.​ Background in Electronics:​
This is not a system you can build by simply following the circuit diagrams without 
understanding the underlying principles. If you skip this publication’s explanations and go 
straight to building the circuit without knowing why and how it works, I guarantee you 
will fail.​
To succeed, you either need to have a foundation in electronics and basic power 
systems or work closely with someone who does. Components like transformers, 
capacitors, and switching circuits require proper understanding and fine-tuning for 
success. 

 



2. Revisiting Don Smith’s Claims 

This system solves the mystery of Don Smith’s claims of achieving over 1 kW of output with 
a 1-farad capacitor—provided you understand and follow the principles outlined here. However, 
it’s important to put Don Smith’s approach into context: 

1.​ The Capacitors Don Used:​
Don Smith’s work peaked over 35 years ago, during a time when 1-farad capacitors 
were novel and primarily limited to low-voltage applications. Building a system using a 
1-farad capacitor capable of handling 100 volts would have been prohibitively expensive 
and impractical in those days. Instead, Don turned to lower-capacitance, high-voltage 
flash capacitors that were readily available, cost-effective, and well-suited for 
high-frequency (HF) and high-voltage (HV) applications. 

2.​ Tapping into Displacement Current:​
Don Smith likely realized that by increasing the operating voltage, he could achieve the 
same joule energy with much lower capacitance. For example: 

○​ A 1-farad capacitor at 10 volts stores the same energy as a 0.01-farad capacitor 
at 100 volts. 

○​ By moving to high-voltage capacitors, Don was able to reduce the cost and 
complexity of his builds while maintaining the same principles of displacement 
current recovery and efficient energy transfer. 

3.​ High Voltage Opens New Doors:​
High-voltage operation not only allowed for cost-effective designs but also opened up 
new possibilities for resonance and efficient energy transfer. Don’s experiments with 
high-voltage resonance circuits, earth grounding, and advanced transformer 
configurations likely allowed him to reduce system losses even further—potentially 
lowering the 10% loss seen in traditional designs down to something as low as 2%. 
This, combined with high-frequency dynamics, may have accounted for Don’s 
remarkable claims. 

 

3. Practical Guidelines for Experimenters 

As you experiment with this system, keep these practical considerations in mind: 

A. Scaling and Building for Your Resources 

●​ Work at a Scale You Can Manage:​
Don’t be intimidated by high voltages if you’re just starting out. You can test the 
principles at low voltages (e.g., 10 volts) and scale up as you gain confidence and 
resources. 

●​ Modify Transformer Windings and Components Accordingly:​
Depending on your voltage and capacitance, the transformer windings, capacitor ratings, 



and switching mechanisms may need to be adjusted. There’s no universal 
configuration—each design must be tailored to your goals. 

 

B. Use Reliable Switching Mechanisms 

●​ Automation is Key:​
Instead of relying on manual switches, program an automated switching sequence. Tools 
like Arduino microcontrollers, MOSFETs, and transistors are readily available and 
cost-effective for this purpose. Proper automation ensures precise timing and eliminates 
human error. 

 

C. Avoid Long Displacement Loops 

●​ Minimize Wire Resistance:​
While it’s tempting to scale the system by adding multiple taps or long displacement 
loops, you must be mindful of wire resistance. Excessive wire lengths introduce 
significant losses, reducing efficiency. 

○​ Example: Running 4 primary coils in the displacement loop is fine, but 
attempting to run 100 coils is impractical and will lead to failure. 

○​ Ensure that your displacement loop impedance is low—less than 2 ohms is ideal. 

 

D. Learn from Don Smith's Approach 

●​ Don’s use of multiple high-voltage taps to stack energy demonstrates how scalable 
this system can be. You can follow a similar strategy: 

○​ Add more taps to stack energy. 
○​ Use high-frequency, high-voltage methods to optimize energy transfer. 

 

4. A Message for Experimenters: The Sky is the Limit 

The system presented here isn’t just a theoretical exercise—it’s a real, workable solution for 
high-efficiency energy recovery. However, success depends on your creativity, resources, 
and willingness to experiment. 

1.​ Experimentation is Key:​
Tuning the system for your specific goals may take time and effort, but the rewards are 
worth it. Whether you’re looking to scale this for industrial applications or simply test it as 
a personal project, the potential is there for extraordinary results. 



2.​ Push the Boundaries:​
Don Smith’s work shows us that even the most unconventional energy systems can yield 
remarkable results when paired with creativity and persistence. With modern tools and 
components, you can go even further—automating processes, optimizing components, 
and scaling the system to meet your needs. 

3.​ Practical Success:​
Even with minor in-loop resistive losses (around 10%), this system achieves 
unprecedented energy recovery and output. When paired with high-frequency, 
high-voltage techniques, the losses can be minimized even further, unlocking 
near-perfect efficiency and pushing the boundaries of practical over-unity. 

 

In Closing: The Future is Yours 

The principles in this publication represent a starting point—a foundation for understanding and 
implementing advanced energy systems that challenge traditional efficiency limits. What you do 
with this knowledge is up to you. Build small, experiment, and scale as you grow in confidence 
and capability. Whether you’re an engineer, hobbyist, or visionary, this system has the potential 
to revolutionize how we think about energy. 

Remember:​
The sky is the limit. Keep experimenting, keep innovating, and keep pushing the boundaries of 
what’s possible. The energy of the future is in your hands! 
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